
Hello there!
 With summer championships winding down and the fall season taking shape,
September is a time to celebrate the incredible impact of TGA volunteers across
Texas. From junior tournaments to supporting our state championships and USGA
qualifiers, your commitment has made each event possible and memorable. This
month’s Volunteer Newsletter highlights recent achievements, offers a look ahead at
upcoming opportunities, and shares stories that showcase the difference you make
every day in growing and strengthening the game of golf.
 

The Story behind Shannon Fish-Martins'
Return to Golf

After stepping away from professional golf to start a family, Shannon Fish-Martin
never imagined she’d one day find herself among the final four at the U.S. Women’s
Mid-Amateur. But her inspiring run this fall was about much more than birdies and
brackets—it was about perseverance, healing, and rediscovering joy after
unimaginable loss. Once a contestant on Golf Channel’s The Big Break and a
steady player on the Symetra Tour, Fish-Martin walked away from the game in 2018
to focus on family and support her father through cancer treatments. What followed
were years marked by heartbreak—the sudden loss of her husband in 2020, her
father’s passing two years later, and the challenges of raising her young son as a
widow.
 
Now remarried and with a renewed perspective on life, the 37-year-old Houston
native has returned to the game that shaped her childhood—this time with gratitude
rather than pressure. Her journey back to competition, culminating in a semifinal
finish at Monterey Peninsula Country Club, serves as a powerful reminder that
sometimes the greatest victories aren’t on the scorecard.
 
Read Everett Munoz’s full story on Fish-Martin’s comeback, resilience, and how golf
once again became her source of peace and purpose.

Fish-Martin’s return - A Product of Perseverance

23rd Texas
Shootout set
for Nov. 8-9 at

Fair Oaks
Ranch Golf

Club

Tibbitts Rallies Late to Capture 88th Texas
Senior Amateur Title

After three days of shifting leads, pressure-packed moments, and standout
performances, Scott Tibbitts of Huffman emerged as the champion of the 88th Texas
Senior Amateur at McAllen Country Club. With a composed final-round 2-under 69,
Tibbitts posted 2-under 211 for the championship, edging out a talented field by a
single stroke.
 
“It’s amazing,” Tibbitts said following his victory. “I never thought this could happen.
It was a grind out there. There are so many good players in this field, and I’m lucky
to be on top.”
 
Tibbitts began the final round in fifth place, knowing he needed a steady start to
have any chance at a comeback. He wasted little time making his move, rolling in a
birdie on No. 3 before holing out an eagle on No. 6 to surge up the leaderboard. A
bogey on No. 8 briefly slowed his pace, but another birdie on No. 11 reignited his
momentum.
 
Down the stretch, the pressure intensified. After a bogey on No. 14 and a double
bogey on the challenging par-4 16th, Tibbitts responded with a clutch birdie on No.
17 to retake the lead. His near-miss on No. 18 left him uncertain of the outcome as
the final groups came in, but when the leaders faltered late, the title was his.
 
“I wasn’t watching the leaderboard until I got to No. 16,” he said. “I thought I was still
two or three strokes back. The other guys had a tough time on that hole, which gave
me a chance — and that’s when I birdied No. 17.”
 
With the victory, Tibbitts earns exemptions into the next five Texas Senior Amateurs,
the 117th Texas Amateur presented by Hytera US at Spanish Oaks Golf Club, and
the 43rd Texas Mid-Amateur at Wichita Falls Country Club. As an official USGA
Exemption Event, his win also secures a spot in next year’s U.S. Senior Open Final
Stage Qualifying. Click below to view results of the 88th Texas Senior Amateur and
read the recaps from each round. 

Results Recaps

Second Red
River Cup
Matches
heads to

Wichita Falls
Country Club

Third Texas Golf Adaptive Golf Championship
held at Prairie Lakes Golf Course 

Tell The Reader More
The headline and subheader tells us what you're offering, and the form header
closes the deal. Over here you can explain why your offer is so great it's worth filling
out a form for.
Remember:

Bullets are great
For spelling out benefits and
Turning visitors into leads.

James A. Ragan Memorial held at Corpus Christi
Country Club in one of the most

memorable events on the LJT Calendar
 
The 2025 James A. Ragan Memorial concluded with standout performances at the
newly renovated Corpus Christi Country Club, where Brayden Verret of Farmers
Branch captured the Boys 15–18 Division title with a five-under total. Verret followed
up an opening 70 with a strong final-round 69, edging out a competitive field that
included co-leader Declan Dent, who slipped late in round one with double bogeys
but finished respectably. In the Girls Division, Coppell’s Alicia Bellendir surged from
two shots back to win with a flawless five-under 67 on Monday, capping off her
junior career in dominant fashion. Isaiah Diaz of Del Rio claimed the Boys 14 &
Under title after a playoff win over Lincoln Rubis, sealing victory with a birdie on the
first extra hole after both finished at three-under.
 
The tournament, a 36-hole stroke play event on the Legends Junior Tour, was
played under clear skies and mild winds, with the newly redesigned course
providing both beauty and challenge. More than just competition, the event honors
the legacy of James Ragan, a former LJT player and Corpus Christi native who
passed away from cancer in 2014. The Triumph Over Kid Cancer Foundation is
dedicated to raising awareness and funds for pediatric cancer research to improve
treatments and survival rates, while also working to bring joy and comfort to children
enduring the harsh realities of cancer. His story continues to inspire the event and
its players.

Results Recaps

2025 Jackie Burke Cup at
Galveston Country Club just

around the corner 
North vs South

November 15-16, 2025
Galveston Country Club | Galveston, TX

LJT Alumni Johnny
Keefer and Pierceson

Coody are #TourBound
Former Texas Longhorn Pierceson

Coody and Baylor University standout
Johnny Keefer have officially earned
their PGA Tour cards after standout

seasons on the Korn Ferry Tour.
Coody, who turned professional in

2022, secured his PGA Tour status for
the second time after losing his card in
2024 briefly. Keefer, who turned pro in
2024, capped off a breakout year by
finishing No. 1 in the Korn Ferry Tour

standings, highlighted by two wins and
several top-10 finishes. Their strong
performances not only earned them
full PGA Tour membership but also
exemptions into several marquee

events, including the U.S. Open and
The Players Championship. Both

Coody and Keefer have demonstrated
consistent skill and resilience, setting

the stage for promising careers on
golf’s biggest stage.

2025 Texas Junior Golf Alliance Invitational held
at Bearkat Course wrapping up Player of the

Year Race and Jackie Burke Cup Rosters
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Upcoming Schedule for LJT in 2025
Jackie Burke Cup

Galveston Country Club | Galveston, TX
November 15-16

Alamo Shootout
Flying L Ranch Resort & Golf Course | Bandera, TX
December 6-7
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